The nature of international legal personality of the Order of Malta and its mission as a subject of This article is based on the results of a long-term study by the author in historic and contemporary documents, including in the Order's library at via Condotti in Rome, covering various periods of the Order of Malta. It is impossible to grasp all aspects of the Order's activities and, all the more, its centuries-long history in one article. This being understood, the author considered it necessary to focus on the following issues: historic nature of international legal personality of the Order of Malta; higher regulatory bodies and judicial system of the Order of Malta; humanitarian mission of the Order; and the Order's contribution to the development of international law and cooperation with international organisations. The Order of Malta has been not only a military but also a spiritual order for more than nine centuries, and therefore these issues are closely interrelated with the Order's spiritual mission in the present-day world.
Furthermore, the author, as a scholar of international law in Russia, could not but touch upon the topic of cooperation between the Order of Malta and Russia.
Special gratitude goes to Mr. Gianfranco Facco Bonetti, the Ambassador of the Order of Malta to the Russian Federation, and Mr. Nicola Savoretti, the First Counselor of the Order of Malta to the Russian Federation, for their great assistance during the work on this article.
Also I would like to express my his deep gratitude to my teacher -an outstanding scientist in the field of international law and a wonderful person, Igor Ivanovich Lukashuk, who has unfortunately passed away.
Historic nature of international legal personality of the Order of Malta
Military orders -Order of Saint John of Jerusalem (the Order of Malta), Teutonic Order and
Order of Knights Templars -were established during the Crusades to the Holy Land and represented a unique legal phenomenon. They were able to obtain sovereignty and become independent of any secular authorities. The first question that should be answered in studying the nature of international legal personality of the Order of Malta is when the concept of international legal personality first developed?
Obviously, the conceptualisation of international legal personality was closely interrelated with the development of international law. On the scientific side, there is no agreement of opinion as to when international law came into existence. Before the revolution, Russian scholars of international law thought that the formation of international law was connected with the origin of independent centralised states at the beginning of the 15 th century. The Soviet doctrine, which was closely associated with the formation of law together with the origin of state, supported the opinion that international law emerged at that period of time. This concept was reflected in many educational books and monographs of the Soviet era. For instance, according to D.B. Levin, international law originated together with the state and with social stratification. Even at the earliest stages of statehood, there were relations between states and rules of law governing such relations 9 .
The author agrees with a number of leading international law scholars that classical international law took its first roots between the 16 th -18 th century 10 . As noted in a number of studies, the Religious Peace of Augsburg -a treaty signed in 1555 between Protestant princes of Germany and Emperor Charles V -played an important role in the formation of international law. The treaty established full religious independence for the Protestant princes of Germany and allowed the princes to select the religion of their subjects. Historiographers of international law believe that the era of classical international law dates back to the end of the Thirty Years' War and the signing of the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. 11 The Peace of Westphalia contained provisions recognising the sovereignty of states. Certainly, international law did not come about in one day.
Its development in the interstate practice and within the legal doctrine was a long-term process.
It is fair to say that the concept of international legal personality dates back precisely to this period. Historical sources provide various breakdowns of the history of the Order of Malta by main periods 12 . For the purpose of our international law study, the main periods are as follows:
1. The Order in the Holy Land and in Cyprus (since inception till 1310).
2. The State of the Order in Rhodes (1310-1522).
3. The State of the Order in Malta (1530-1798).
4. Period after the loss of territory of Malta and until the decision of Vienna Congress (1798 -1814).
5. Period after the decision of Vienna Congress and until obtaining residence in Rome (1814 -1834).
6. Present days.
The above periodization is based on the existence of doubts and debates regarding the international legal personality of the Order or the change of its territory in the respective period of time.
Pope Paschal II's Bull of 15 February, 1113, played a fundamental role as it gave the Order its independence from local religious authorities, the right to elect its successor to the founder, and exemption from tithe. In subsequent years, the Order saw its gradual development and growththe expansion of its functions and the creation of a legal base regulating its activities. During the Crusades, the Order's focus shifted to the military component of its activity. Military orders protected pilgrims on their way from Europe to Jerusalem, and thus became a better-trained and battle-worthy part of the crusader troops. When analysing this period of the Order's activity, it is necessary to understand that there were no absolutist states at that period of time. Many monarchs were conferred with powers by either the Pope or Germanic Holy Roman Emperors (Sacrum Imperium Romanum Nationis Teutonicae). The Order was dependent on the Pope, but independent from any secular and religious authorities. In fact, the Order was as independent as the then existing feudal states. These constituted the prerequisites for the future sovereignty and international legal personality of the Order.
At the subsequent stages of its development, first in Rhodes and then in Malta, At this stage of the Order's existence, the constitutive theory of statehood applies. In this case, to be recognised as a subject of international law the Order of Malta did not need to obtain an international legal personality again; it was to prove that it has an international legal personality in the context of the new historical environment. This recognition depended on the Order's capacity to maintain or build diplomatic relations, exchange missions, and enter into equitable international agreement with states. There was no act of simultaneous recognition of continuation of international legal personality of the Order of Malta by all states. This process continued for decades as the recognition of states and governments is not a quick process. By acts of recognition, the states expressed their position on two important aspects:
1. Possession of a territory is not mandatory for the Order of Malta to obtain an international legal personality.
2. States recognise the subject created under different historical conditions and for purposes other than purposes of a state as an equitable subject of international law.
Another question here is how a unique subject that has no comparables could be a subject of international law? The Order of Malta has no territory and population and is not a state. We are agree, that there is no such category of subjects as military orders in modern international law, and there is no expressly provided procedure for their establishment clear to a modern international lawyer. However, as is true for all historical periods starting from the Crusades to the Holy Land, military orders have never been a mass phenomenon. The only orders that had sovereignty were the Order of Malta and the Teutonic Order. The Order of Knights Templar was independent for a short time.
States recognising that the Order of Malta continues to have international legal personality act through their sovereign will. This is absolutely similar to the recognition of other states and governments. Is it possible that the doctrine of international law denies the right of states to recognise the Order of Malta as a subject of international law due to the fact that it differs from other subjects, and squeezes it in one of the existing legal categories, such as non-governmental international organisations? In our opinion, it is not possible. Summarising the results of our study, we would like to note the following:
1) The Order of Malta has always been sovereign, but the form of its existence has undergone a number of transformations. At certain stages, the Order formed a state of military order which had all attributes of a state but was unique.
2) The Order of Malta has been a subject of international law since the inception of classical international law in the 16 th century and the emergence of the concept of international legal personality. The Order obtains international legal personality simultaneously with states.
3) The loss of Malta did not result in the loss of the Order's sovereignty; it just made the Order return to its initial form of existence.
Cooperation between the Order of Malta and Russia: history and modern times
The relations between the Order of Malta and Russia began during the time of Peter the Great. Emperor's consent to accept the title was read out at the capitul on 22 November. Academic historians often take diametrically opposed viewpoints on the legitimacy of the Emperor's election as the Master of the Order of Malta. The illegitimacy of the elections is backed by the fact that it was impracticable at that moment to convene the capitul of the Order in full, with the presence of all langues, as many of the knights were in the countries invaded by Napoleon.
However, a note should be made that currently the Order of Malta does not deny that Paul I was 
Government and judicial system of the Order of Malta
The Order of Malta has sovereignty, government, and legislation. It also has its own jurisdiction concerning the members of the Order and Grand Priories, Priories, Subpriories, National Each court has its president and two judges. The presidents and judges and clerks of the courts are appointed by the Grand Master with the deliberative vote of the Sovereign Council.
The judges of the Magistral Courts are chosen from among members of the Order who are specially versed in law. They hold office for three years and may be re-appointed. The age limit for judges is 75-years-old. Those who are no longer able to carry out their duties because of disability may be released from service at any time.
Magistral Courts are competent to decide the following categories of cases:
-appeals against provisions relating to the necessary proofs for aspirants to the various classes of the Order; -appeals filed against conciliar decrees regarding investiture into ius patronatus Commanderies;
-disputes relating to the administration of ius patronatus Commanderies and of foundations; The organisations of the Order should seek the advice and the assistance of the Office of the Advocate General whenever necessary and especially in cases which involve complex legal issues.
One of the provisions of the Constitutional Charter of the Order of Malta, which is of great interest for the purpose of this study, is the provision pursuant to which the Magistral courts, on the written request of states or subjects of international law, can function as an arbitral tribunal competent to resolve international disputes.
Even among international law experts, little is known about the rule of law of the Order of Malta.
Lack of credibility towards arbitrators and mediators represents one of the most serious issues when it comes to interstate disputes; there are concerns that arbitrators and mediators may wittingly share the interests of one or another party to the dispute. Independent and unbiased courts of the Order, composed of highly qualified lawyers who rely upon the highest moral standards and centuries-long authority of the Order, could resolve interstate disputes in a very efficient manner. States that recognise the Order of Malta as a subject of international law and maintain diplomatic relations with the Order could mutually agree to refer disputes to the Magistral courts of the Order.
Humanitarian activities
The It is symbolic that the Order runs a maternity hospital in Bethlehem, providing the population with an indispensable service. Since 1990, more than 50,000 babies have been born there.
Malteser International, the Orders worldwide relief service, supports around 200 programmes and projects in more than 30 countries in Africa, Asia, America and Europe. Notably, the Order helps people in need in those countries with which it does not have diplomatic relations, subject to the countries' consent to accept the help.
We can see that nowadays the Order of Malta fulfils the mission for which it was created in the Holy Land many centuries ago, helping millions of poor, sick and needy people around the globe.
The Order's programmes are implemented with the financial aid of its members and other persons supporting humanitarian activities, and with the help of its volunteers. In our opinion, states could agree to entitle the members to pay income taxes to the budget of the Order by including relevant provisions in the bilateral agreements with the Order of Malta and their respective national laws. Moreover, the amount of taxes shall not be lower than the amount of taxes payable to the budget of the respective country. These initiatives are unlikely to significantly affect the budget revenues of the countries while at the same time thousands of suffering and sick people supported by the Order all over the world will be given help. This idea belongs solely to the author of this article and does not reflect the position of the Order of Malta or any of its officials.
The Order's involvement in the activities of international organisations and its contribution to the development of international law
The Order of Malta takes an active part in the development of international cooperation at multilateral and bilateral levels in the areas relevant to the Order's mission.
The Order has permanent observer missions to the United Nations, Food and Agricultural Some academic historians note in their studies that in the framework of its observer missions in the UN, the Order of Malta acts not as a state but as a non-governmental organisation, which significantly affects the Order's status 31 . We are inclined not to agree with this point of view.
The status of a permanent observer is not defined in the UN Charter. 
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A content analysis of agreements between the Order of Malta and states shows that these agreements govern public law relations and do not differ from treaties between states covering similar fields of cooperation.
Conclusion
In the 21 st century the Order of Malta renders spiritual and social assistance to the sick, the needy and the elderly, and arranges Christian educational programmes for children and youth. It continues to accomplish the objectives for which it was created many centuries ago. Having reviewed numerous sources in the process of writing a monograph and this article, the author could not help but ask himself a question not related to the strictly legal area of the study.
Why were military orders so efficient over a lengthy period of time during the Crusades and the subsequent defence of Europe? What united the knights belonging to different langues of the Order of Malta? After all, they came from different countries and spoke different languages. In our opinion, it was largely due to the spiritual and ideological affinity of the members of military orders. We never stop trying to find new values in the modern world and get disappointed when sometimes our efforts come to no good. However, the fact that the Order of Malta, which has more than nine centuries of history is recognised by modern states as a subject of international law and renders assistance to millions of people in all over the world, proves that many spiritual values that have united the best sons of Europe as members of the Order many centuries ago are still relevant. The charters of knights contain such principles as serving the people, honour, generosity, and respect for one's promises. Probably, these are the values that we need to embrace today.
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